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Negroes in America, but in that great country I have seen enough
of the mortification of German-Jewish families when their
daughters married men of Polish-Jewish descent to realize how
widespread this feeling of " being something different from the
common run of humanity " is in all of us.
But with us the caste system has never developed into a hard and
fast rule of social and economic behaviour. The doors leading from
one class to another are supposed to be kept carefully closed, but we
all know that those who can push hard enough or who have a little
golden key or who are merely able to make enough noise banging
the windows outside will sooner or later be admitted. The conquer-
ing Aryans of the Indies, on the other hand, had the doors leading
from one class to another filled up with masonry; and from that
moment each group of society was locked up in its own little
compartment and it has been forced to stay there ever since*
Now a system like that is never an accident People don't just
suddenly invent it to please themselves or to be nasty to their neigh-
bours. In India it was the result of fear. The priests and the
warriors and the farmers and the day-labourers, the original
classes of the Aryan conquerors, were of course hopelessly out-
numbered by the Dravidians whose country they had just taken
away. They were bound to take some desperate measure by which
to keep the black man in ' his place/ But when they had done
this they went one step further, a step which no other race has
quite dared to take. They gave their artificial caste system a
religious twist and decreed that Brahmanism was to be the ex-
clusive possession of the three upper classes, leaving their humbler
brethren to shift for themselves outside the true spiritual pale. And
thereupon, in order to keep themselves free from the defiling touch
of all people of humbler birth, each individual caste surrounded
itself by such a complicated barrier of ritual ceremonies and sacred
usages that finally no one but a native was able to find his way into
that maze of meaningless vcrbotcns.
If you want to know how such a system works out in practical
everyday life, try to imagine what would have happened to our
ewn dvilizatioG if nobody during the last three thousand years
had been allowed to proceed beyond the status of his father, grand-